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A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Dear	fellow	alumni	and	friends,	

The	 photo	 above	 is	 one	of	 the	 reasons	 I 	love	 the	
Alumni	Associa:on	 and	all	 that	 we	are	working	 to	

develop.	 A	 bit	 of	 background:	at	 the	 annual	 new	
student	picnic	this	fall,	Sean	 BeckeA,	an	Ecological	
Planning	 student	 in	 the	MA	 Program	 in	 the	 UVM	
Rubense:n	 School,	 who	 took	 classes	 in	 the	 HP	

program,	 announced	 a	 Burlington	 Geographic	
Lecture	 Series	 for	 the	 fall.	 The	 HPAA	 helped	 to	
spread	 the	 word,	 especially	 because	 two	 of	 our	

own	 were	 giving	 a	 lecture	 in	 the	 series:	 Brennan	
Gauthier	 (’11)	 and	 Kyle	 Obenauer	 (’13). 	 	 On	 the	
night	of	the	presenta:on,	I	was	happily	surprised	to	

see	many	alums	 in	 aAendance,	 for	 interest	 in	 the	
event	and	support	of	Brennan	and	Kyle.		(And	we	all	
happily	gathered	together	to	snap	a	photo).

As	 the	HPAA	network	grows	 and	 more	people	 get	
involved	 and	 meet	 each	 other,	we	 hope	 that	 you	

can	find	the	UVM	HP	alums	in	your	area.	If	you	are	

unsure	how	 to	 start,	we	encourage	 you	 to	 contact	
us	and	we’ll	help	you	connect	to	those	in	your	area.	
Our	 goal	 is	to	 support	 each	 other	 and	 to	con:nue	

to	build	our	network.	

In	 2017,	 look	 for	 informa:on	 about	 the	 40th	
anniversary	 celebra:on	 of	 the	 first	 HP	 class,	

program,	 and	 first	 awarded	 HP	 degree.	 We	 are	
planning	 for	 a	 weekend	 long	 celebra:on	 in	
Burlington,	VT	in	October.	More	details	to	come.	

We	 are	 excited	 that	 people	 outside	 of	 Burlington	
are	 joining	 the	 board	and	contribu:ng.	 It	makes	a	

difference!	 Please	 con:nue	 to	 send	 ideas.	 Thank	
you	 for	 your	 support	 and	 interest.	We	 cannot	 do	
this	without	you.	

Kaitlin	O’Shea,	Class	of	2011
UVM	HPAA	President
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Pictured	above:	A	group	of	alums		(Kate	Ri9er,	Becca	Reese,	Kaitlin	O’Shea,	Kyle	Obenauer,	Caitlin	Corkins,	Sam	Ford,	
Brennan	Gauthier,	Devin	Colman,	Tom	Visser,	and	current	student	AusIn	White	gather	at	Main	Street	Landing	on	
November	7,	2016	to	hear	Brennan		and	Kyle		present	“Pathways	and	Pavement”.	
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Jim	 Lindberg	 (’91).	 In	 the	 Spring	 of	 1991,	 I	 le_	

Burlington	 to	 take	 a	 job	 as	 “Field	 Representa:ve”	
with	 the	 Mountains/Plains	 Office	 of	 the	 Na:onal	
Trust	 for	 Historic	 Preserva:on.	 Amazingly	 enough,	

25	years	later	 I	am	s:ll	here	in	Denver	 and	with	 the	
Na:onal	 Trust,	 serving	 as	 Senior	 Director	 of	 the	
Preserva:on	 Green	 Lab.	 The	 Green	 Lab	 conducts	
research	 and	 works	 with	 partners	 across	 the	

country	 to	 help	 make	 building	 reuse	 the	 default	
choice	for	sustainable	ci:es	of	the	future.	As	part	of	
our	work,	we	are	tes:ng	ideas	 of	 Jane	 Jacobs	 that	

Chester	Liebs	brought	to	 life	for	us	in	his	classes	and	
on	 field	 trips	 to	 New	 York,	 Charleston,	 and	 other	
ci:es.	I	will	 never	 forget	 our	 class	 trip	to	 New	York	

City,	 where	 I	 was	 introduced	 to	 Coney	 Island,	
McSorley’s	Ale	House,	and	 the	amazing	story	of	the	
Long	 Island	 Motor	 Parkway,	 among	 many	 other	
places.	 Our	 trip	 home	 included	 an	 epic	 traffic	 jam	

due	 to	 a	 police	 manhunt	 near	 LaGuardia	 airport,	
which	 we	 escaped	 when	 Chester	 decided	 to	 take	
our	 van	 “off-road.”	 I	 am	 forever	 grateful	 for	 way	

Chester	 and	 the	 other	 faculty	 made	 our	 liAle	
program	in	Vermont	feel	 like	a	window	to	an	en:re	
world	 of	 places	 to	 explore, 	 understand, 	 and	

steward.

One	of	Chris5ne	Prevalos’s	(’13)	favorite	memories	

about	her	:me	at	UVM	is	hanging	out	with	her	class	
in	 what	 some:mes	 felt	 like	the	middle	of	 nowhere		
on	 site	visits	with	Bob.	They	s:ll	 talk	about	how	he	

knew	 the	 best	 way	 to	 bribe	 a	 bunch	 of	 grad	
students	 out	 into	 the	 woods	 on	 a	 rainy,	 blustery,	
Vermont	day..SNACKS!	The	best	 of	snacks:	cheeses,	
crackers,	 fresh	 fruit,	 boAled	 water	 and	 juices.	 He	

really	knew	how	to	keep	us	happy	and	it	never	went	
un-appreciated.	Thanks	Bob!

Lisa	 Crompton	 (’13)	 was	 also	 a	 big	 fan	 of	 Bob’s	
snacks. 	 	 She	 some:mes	 recreates	 a	HP	 Field	 Trip	
lunch	 basket,	 which	 includes	 fresh	 hard	 rolls,	

laughing	 cow	 cheeses,	 cherry	 tomatoes	 and	
seltzers.	It	always	brings	her	back	to	Vermont!

Fran	Gubler	(’15)	 will	 never	 forget	 about	when	her	

class	 finished	 the	 program	 and	 Bob	 gave	 each	
student	 a	 historic	 postcard	 that	 had	 something	 to	
do	with	where	they	each	came	from	originally. 	She	

has	her	historic	view	of	the	NJ	Turnpike	in	her	office	
at	work	and	 she	remembers	UVM	fondly	whenever	
she	looks	at	it!

Another year, another round of memories from alumni.  Keep sending them to uvmhpaa@gmail.com 
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Michele	
Praught	and	
Alfred	Holden	
(both	’92)	take	
a	break	from	
HP	studies	on	a	
beau:ful	fall	
day,	October	
1991,	just	
outside	of	
Vergennes,	VT.		
Photo	by	Lisa	
Hartmann	(’92)

mailto:uvmhpaa@gmail.com
mailto:uvmhpaa@gmail.com
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ProfessorThomas	Visser	(’86)	

Director,	UVM	Historic	Preserva5on	Program

This	 photo	 shows	 Wheeler	 House	 room	 103	 (later	 my	

office	 and	 ACES	 lab	 and	 now	 the	 Historic	 Preserva:on	
Computer	 Lab)	 as	 it	 was	 on	 a	 winter	 morning	 in	 the	
mid-1980s.

It	was	here	 in	this	 room	 that	our	 UVM	HP	 class	of	 1986	
worked	 closely	 on	 our	 advocacy	 project,	 "Rural	
Preserva:on:	Shaping	Vermont’s	Vermont’s	Future,”	with	

our	devoted	mentor,	Dawn	Andrews,	who	then	 served	as	
the	 interim	 director	 of	 the	 UVM	 Historic	 Preserva:on	
Program.

Looking	 closely	 at	 this	 image,	 note	 the	 slide	 screen	
hanging	on	 the	far	 wall	 that	 was	 set	 up	 for	 viewing	 the	
hundreds	 of	 slides	 that	 our	 class	 took	 in	 rural	

communi:es	around	Vermont	for	this	project.

Also	 note	 the	 1970s	 IBM	 Selectric	 typewriter	 on	 the	

SteelCase	 desk	 on	 the	 right.	 At	 the	 :me,	 the	 History	
Department	 had	 one	 cranky	 IBM	 Personal	 Computer	
housed	upstairs	in	the	:ny	“Computer	Room,”	and	copies	

were	being	produced	from	stencils	on	an	old	mimeograph	
machine	 upstairs	 in	 the	 "Copy	 Room.”	 All	 incoming	
telephone	 calls	 came	 first	 to	 the	 History	 Department	
front	office	and	a	buzzer	on	the	wall	 of	Room	103	would	

ring	if	a	call	was	for	any	of	us.

But	also	note	the	frayed	asbestos	insula:on	on	the

steam	hea:ng	pipes	by	the	ceiling. 	Several	years	later	this	
asbestos	was	all	 removed	 a_er	chunks	started	 falling	off.	
Thin	synthe:c	yellow	carpe:ng	then	covered	all	the	floors	

on	the	basement	level	of	Wheeler	House, 	but	also	within	
several	 years	most	of	this	carpe:ng	was	removed	due	 to	
various	water	leaks.

Indeed	this	image	prompts	many	fond	recollec:ons	of	our	
class	 mee:ngs	 and	 of	 the	 enjoyable	 collabora:ve	work	
with	 Dawn	 and	 the	wonderful	 group	 of	 students	 in	 our	

class.	But	it	was	also	in	this	room	on	a	morning	very	much	
like	this	that	 I	recall	 we	first	 heard	 the	 shocking	news	of	
the	Challenger	Space	ShuAle	disaster	in	January	1986.

Of	 course	 in	 the	 spirit	 of	 preserva:on,	 most	 of	 the	
furnishings	 seen	 here	are	s:ll	 in	 use	 in	 Wheeler	 House.	
The	wooden	bookshelf	on	the	far	wall	is	now	in	Room	101	

where	it	holds	books	donated	to	our	Historic	Preserva:on	
Resource	Collec:on. 	The	file	cabinet	on	the	right	 is	in	my	
office	 upstairs	 in	 room	 207.	 The	 sturdy	 Steelcase	 desks	

and	most	of	 the	chairs	are	s:ll	 in	 service.	We	 now	 have	
nice	 woodgrain	 vinyl	 flooring	 in	 the	 room	 that	 resists	
chronic	water	 leaks.	The	 slide	 screen	 has	 been	 replaced	

with	 a	 large	 high	 defini:on	 television	 that	 serves	 as	 a	
monitor	 for	 teaching	 in	 this	 room	 now	 filled	 with	 new	
iMac	 computers	 and	 digital	 microscopes.	 And,	 yes, 	 the	
sun	 s:ll	 shines	 for	 historic	 preserva:on	 students	 in	

Wheeler	103	on	winter	mornings!
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Mary	Humstone	(’84)	

The	UVM	graduate	program	in	historic	preserva:on	launched	
me	on	a	diverse	and	 fulfilling	32-year	career	in	the	field,	from	

execu:ve	 director	 of	 a	 Main	 Street	 project	 to	 assistant	
director	 in	 a	 regional	 office	 of	 the	 Na:onal	 Trust,	 to	 a	
Fulbright	 researcher,	to	 teaching	graduate	students	and	 now,	
running	a	small	 consul:ng	business	and	serving	on	 the	board	

of	 a	 statewide	 organiza:on.	 Chester	 Liebs	 designed	 and	
directed	a	smart	program	that	immersed	students	in	 the	built	
environment	 from	 the	 first	 day,	 and	 introduced	 us	 to	 the	

incredibly	broad	range	of	concepts	 that	we	would	encounter	
in	 future	 careers	 in	 the	field.	 	He	 taught	us	to	 be	 educators	
while	we	 ourselves	were	 learning.	This	all	 came	together	 for	

me	with	our	class	advocacy	project.	Working	as	a	team	to	take	
an	 idea	 through	 the	 en:re	 process,	 from	 concep:on	 to	
design,	 grant	 proposal	 and	 implementa:on,	 was	 an	
experience	that	I	have	drawn	on	repeatedly	during	my	career.

Our	class	of	six	 took	on	the	Flynn	Theater	in	Burlington,	which	
at	 the	 :me	 was	 beginning	 to	 revive	 a_er	 a	 period	 of	

dormancy.	Under	 the	mentorship	of	Chester	 Liebs	and	 Victor	
Swenson	 of	 the	 Vermont	 Council	 on	 the	 Humani:es,	 we	
expanded	our	original	 theater-focused	

concept	 to	put	 the	Flynn	 in	the	larger	
context	 of	 the	 1920s	 and	 1930s	 in	
Vermont,	 launching	 a	 semester-long	
public	 program	 called	 “Art	 Deco	 and	

Streamline	 Vermont.”	 We	 toured	 the	
state	 capturing	examples	 of	 Art	 Deco	
and	 Streamline	 Moderne	 design, 	and	

traveled	 to	 New	 York	 to	 understand	
the	 antecedents	 of	 Vermont ’s	
miniature	 skyscrapers.	We	pored	over	

historic	 photographs	 in	 Special	
Collec:ons,	 and	 researched	 the	
history	of	Vermont	 in	the	first	decades	
of	 the	 20th	 century.	 	We	 opened	 the	

lobby	 of	 the	 Flynn	 on	 a	 Saturday	
morning	 and	 invited	 the	 public	 to	
come	and	 share	their	 ar:facts,	photos	

and	memories	 of	the	period,	filling	our	
tables	with	everything	from	Art	Deco	compacts	to	streamlined	
toasters	and	even	a	vacuum	cleaner.		Our	program	included	a	

lecture	 series, 	a	book	discussion, 	a	screening	 and	discussion	
of	 the	 first	 “talkie,”	 a	walking	 tour,	a	conserva:on	 workshop	

and	a	photo	exhibit. 	Actually,	recoun:ng	it	now	I	can’t	believe	

that	 six	grad	students	pulled	all	 this	off	 in	 a	semester,	but	we	
were	told	we	could	do	it	and	we	did.	

I’ve	 applied	 this	 experience	 in	 all	 of	my	work	 since,	thinking	
beyond	 the	 individual	 building	 or	 resource	 to	 its	 larger	
context,	 and	 thinking	 of	 different	ways	 to	 engage	 people	 at	
the	levels	they	understand	and	 learn	 the	best.	The	 advocacy	

project	 gave	me	 confidence	 to	 try	 out	 new	 ideas	and	 reach	
out	 to	new	audiences,	 influencing	 the	programs	 I	developed	
at	 the	 Na:onal	 Trust	 such	 as	 BARN	 AGAIN!	 and	 Prairie	

Churches	of	North	Dakota,	and	my	work	on	Japan’s	tradi:onal	
landscapes	as	a	Fulbright	Senior	Researcher.		As	a	professor	of	
historic	 preserva:on	 and	 architectural	 history	 at	 the	

University	 of	 Wyoming,	 I	 incorporated	 several	 of	 Liebs’	
teaching	techniques	(including	some	I	had	complained	about	
as	a	 student!).	 I 	took	my	students	 into	 the	 field	 as	 o_en	 as	
possible,	 and	 challenged	 them	 to	 understand	 by	 seeing,	

before	seeking	 confirma:on	 in	wriAen	 and	 oral	 sources.	 I’m	
so	grateful	 to	 Chester	 Liebs	and	my	other	 professors	at	UVM	
for	 opening	my	eyes	 to	 the	 possibili:es	of	learning	 from	 the	

built	 environment,	 and	 to	my	very	special	 classmates	 in	 the	
class	of	1984.

Above	 photograph:	 In	the	 foyer	 of	Wheeler	House,	Mary	Humstone	
and	David	Shelton	(both	’84)	work	on	exhibit	 layout	and	text	for	 the	
Art	 Deco	 and	 Streamline	 Vermont	 exhibit,	 “From	 Broadway	 to	
Burlington.”	 Photo	 by	 Chester	 H.	 Liebs,	 1983.	 Courtesy	 of	 Mary	
Humstone.	

ALUMNI FEATURE: MARY HUMSTONE (’84)
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In	 August	 2011	 the	 Waterbury	 State	 Office	

Complex,	 originally	 the	 Vermont	 State	 Asylum	 for	
the	Insane,	was	devastated	 by	 flooding	 caused	by	
Tropical	 Storm	Irene.	Floodwaters	 crested	 2.5	feet	

above	the	 site’s	100-year	 flood	line	causing	severe	
damage	 and	 forcing	 the	 displacement	 of	
approximately	1,200	state	workers.

A	 centerpiece	 of	Waterbury,	the	 hospital	 complex	
was	designed	by	Rand	&	Taylor,	a	na:onally	known	
architecture	 firm	 based	 in	 Boston.	 The	 firm’s	

principals,	Bertrand	 E.	Taylor	 and	George	D.	Rand,	
were	na:ves	of	Vermont	and	the	firm	specialized	in	
hospital	campus	designs,	working	on	a	number	of	projects	

around	New	 England.	When	 originally	constructed	 in	 the	
late	 19th	 century,	 the	 complex	 included	 a	 number	 of	
progressive	 ideas	 that	 revolu:onized	 the	 treatment	 and	
care	of	pa:ents	with	mental	health	issues. 	The	design	was	

intended	 to	 create	 an	 environment	 that	 capitalized	 on	
fresh	air	and	natural	 light	by	u:lizing	extensive	glazing	and	

exterior	porches, 	along	with	a	pastoral	landscape	intended	

for	 outdoor	 recrea:on	 and	 contempla:on.	 Part	 of	 an	
important,	humanizing,	paradigm	shi_	in	the	treatment	of	
mental	 health	 issues,	 this	 design	 reflected	 the	 physical	

manifesta:on	of	these	ideas.

The	Vermont	State	Asylum	for	the	Insane	was	constructed	
in	 1889	 and	 represents	Rand	 &	Taylor’s	 largest	 and	most	

intact	work.	Ini:al	plans	called	for	a	central	administra:on	
building	 with	 two	 wings	 on	 either	 side, 	 one	 for	 male	
pa:ents	 and	 another	 for	 female	 pa:ents, 	 connected	 by	

corridors.	The	facility	opened	on	August	8,	1891, 	with	 two	

circular	 wards,	 a	general	 ward,	criminal	 ward	 and	 boiler	
house.	By	1895,	 the	 linear/pavilion	model	 was	expanded	
north	 in	a	mirror	image	of	the	first	phase,	anchored	by	an	

administra:ve	 building	 placed	 in	 the	 center	 of	 the	 axial	
configura:on.	These	buildings, 	now	collec:vely	known	as	
the	historic	 core,	accommodated	about	400	pa:ents.	The	

hospital	cost	$250,000	to	construct	and	operated	

as	 the	 Vermont	 State	 Hospital	 un:l	 1975	 when	
the	 former	 wards	were	 adap:vely	 rehabilitated	
as	 offices	 for	 the	 Vermont	 Agency	 of	 Human	

Services.

The	 former	 hospital	 complex	 is	 listed	 as	 a	

contribu:ng	 property	 in	 the	 Waterbury	 Village	
Historic	 District	 and	 will	 be	 individually	
nominated	 to	 the	 Na:onal	 Register	 of	 Historic	
Places	 for	 its	 architectural	 significance	 and	

influence	 on	 the	 history	 of	 mental	 health	
treatment	in	Vermont	and	in	the	United	States.

Following	 the	 2011	 flood,	 a	 feasibility	 study	
conducted	 by	 Freeman	 French	 Freeman	 Architects,	 of	
Vermont	 in	collabora:on	with	 Goody	Clancy	Architects	of	

Boston	 and	 a	 team	 of	 engineering	 and	 consul:ng	 firms,	
recommended	 rehabilita:on	 of	 thirteen	 buildings	 in	 the	
historic	 complex	 along	with	 some	 of	 the	 larger	 buildings	
outside	 the	 floodplain,	 demoli:on	 of	 non-historic	

buildings	or	 those	 that	 had	 lost	 integrity, 	deconstruc:on	
of	a	few	historically	significant	buildings	 in	the	floodplain,	
and	construc:on	a	new	86,000-square-foot	office	building	

...conInued	on	page	6

HISTORIC REHABILITATION PROFILE: VERMONT’S 
“WATERBURY COMPLEX” 
Caitlin Corkins & Jamie Duggan 
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...conInued	from	page	5

and	 central	 hea:ng	 plant	 to	 meet	 the	
programma:c	 needs	 of	 the	 Agency	 of	

Human	Services.
Funding	 from	 the	 project	 came	 through	
mul:ple	 sources,	 including	 the	 Federal	
Emergency	Management	Agency	 (FEMA)	

to	 help	mi:gate	hazards	and	 reduce	 the	
effects	 of	 any	 future	 flooding	 events.	
Sec:on	 106	 of	 the	 Na:onal	 Historic	

Preserva:on	 Act	 of	 1966	 requires	 all	
federal	agencies	like	FEMA	take	into	account	the	effects	of	
their	 undertakings	 on	 historic	 resources.	 In	 addi:on,	 the	

Vermont	 Department	 of	 Buildings	 and	 General	 Services,	

owner	of	the	complex,	was	required	to	fulfill	its	regulatory	
obliga:ons	under	 22	 VSA	Chapter	 14,	the	 Vermont	 State	
Historic	 Preserva:on	 Act	 requiring	 state	

agencies	to	 take	measures	 to	preserve	historic	
resources	 under	 its	 ownership.	 Moreover,	
because	of	the	state’s	involvement	and	the	size	
of	 the	 hospital	parcel,	the	project	 was	subject	

to	 Act	 250,	 a	 state	 review	 process	 for	
evalua:on	and	management	of	environmental,	
social,	 and	 fiscal	 consequences	 for	 major	

development.	 This	 created	 mul:faceted	
considera:ons	 and	 scheduling	 within	 the	
regulatory	frameworks.

The	Vermont	 Division	 for	 Historic	Preserva:on	
played	a	key	role	in	resolving	intricate	planning	
and	 construc:on	 issues	 related	 to	 the	

development	of	a	suitable	design	 that	ensured	
new	 construc:on	 met	 preserva:on	 standards,	 loss	 of	
historic	resources	was	adequately	mi:gated,	and	all	 flood	

hazard	mi:ga:on	was	appropriate	for	the	complex	and	the	
surrounding	 neighborhood	 historic	 district.	 Following	 up	

on	 the	early	efforts	of	Devin	Colman	 (Class	of	2006),	State	

Architectural	Historian,	with	 eligibility	determina:ons	and	
resource	 documenta:on,	 Jamie	 Duggan	 (Class	 of	 2008),	
Project	 Review	 Coordinator	 spearheaded	 the	 Division’s	

involvement	 with	 this	 project,	mee:ng	 weekly	 with	 the	
project	 design	 team	 to	 assess	 project	 plans, 	 provide	
design	 and	 treatment	 recommenda:ons,	 and	 ensure	
protec:on	 of	 the	 historic	 resources.	 Monitoring	 ranged	

from	 the	 preserva:on	 of	 en:re	 buildings	 and	 landscape	
features	 to	 smaller	 details	 such	 as	 interior	 finishes	 and	
repoin:ng	of	brick	exteriors,	confirming	all	work	met	 the	

Secretary	of	the	Interior’s	Standards	for	RehabilitaIon.		

The	 design	 of	 the	 project	 involved	 mul:ple	 treatments	

focusing	 on	 preserva:on/restora:on	 of	 the	 Center	
Building	and	rehabilita:on	of	the	rest	 of	the	Historic	Core.	
Great	 care	was	 taken	to	preserve	and	 restore	 as	much	 of	
the	original	massing,	form,	and	historic	 fabric	 as	possible,	

especially	at	 the	Central	Administra:on	Building,	as	it	was	

originally	constructed	with	the	highest	level	of...

...conInued	on	page	14

Rear	of	center	building	with	new	addiIon	and	courtyard.	

Devin	Colman,	Jamie	Duggan,	Jackie	Lehmann,	Connie	Kent,	Jess	Goerold,	
Sam	Ford,	Tracy	MarIn,	John	Dumville,	Caitlin	Corkins.		10/16/2015

Choosing	the	proper	brick	is	not	as	easy	as	it	sounds.	
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On	Saturday	April	23,	2016,	the	UVM	HPAA	teamed	

up	with	the	Preserva:on	Trust	of	Vermont	 (PTV)	at	
Daisy	 Turner’s	 Homestead	 Birchdale	 Camp	 in	
Gra_on,	Vermont	for	a	Preserva:on	Work	Day.	

PTV	received	a	State	Historic	Preserva:on	Grant	 to	
make	significant	 repairs	to	 the	building,	which	will	
be	open	to	the	public	as	an	unmanned	historic	site.	

Our	 mission:	 to	 clean	 up	 the	 site,	 prepping	 it	 for	
summer	work. 	Volunteers	trekked	 into	the	wooded	
site,	removed	brush	and	vines, 	avoided	thorns,	and	

cleaned	up	the	trash	scaAered	about	 the	site.		Our	

work	was	only	on	the	exterior,	but	we	did	peek	into	
the	house	 and	everyone	enjoyed	 a	delicious	lunch	
provided	by	PTV.	

Above	is	the	BEFORE	picture	–	before	the	sun	came	
out	 and	 before	we	 cleared	 all	 of	 the	 brush	 away	
from	the	house.	Pictured	here:	 Jess	 Goerold, 	Sam	

Ford,	Doug	Corkins,	Caitlin	 Corkins,	Barry	Cousins,	
Tommy	 Colman,	 Devin	 Colman,	 Eric	 Gilbertson,	
Ann	Cousins,	Kaitlin	O’Shea,	ScoA	Newman.

The board of the alumni association, strives to host work days, tours, networking 
events, and, of course, a happy hour or two. Everyone is welcome. Here’s what 
we’ve been doing. Share your ideas for events in BTV and gatherings in your area! 

UVM HPAA YEARBOOK

APRIL 
2016

Lea	to	right:	a	beauIful	day	in	Graaon;	Jess	Goerold	&	Sam	Ford;	Devin	Colman	and	his	son	Tommy.	
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SUMMIT HOUSE FOLLOW UP TOUR
In May 2016, Paul Wyncoop (’94) led a hard had tour of the Summit House (Alumni House) at 
UVM, while it was under restoration and the addition under construction. Following the tour, we 
enjoyed happy hour at a new brewery, Foam, located in a historic building on Lake Street at the 
Burlington waterfront. 

MAY
2016

Alums	on	the	tour:	Paul	Wyncoop,	Tom	Visser,	Devin	Colman,	John	Dumville,	Caitlin	Corkins,	Kaitlin	O’Shea.	

Top	lea:	the	addiIon	under	construcIon.	Bo9om	lea:	
the	renovated	third	story.	Above:	Not	all	of	the	plaster	
could	be	saved,	but	fortunately	details	such	as	the	
fireplace	remain.	
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This	 year’s	 Vermont	 Downtown	 and	 Historic	

Preserva:on	 Conference	 was	 held	 in	 downtown	
Waterbury,	 VT. 	 The	 conference	 is	 a	 partnership	
between	 the	 Vermont	 Agency	of	 Commerce	 and	

Community	Development,	 including	 the	 Division	
for	 Historic	 Preserva:on	 and	 the	 Preserva:on	
Trust	of	 Vermont.	Each	 year	 the	event	 showcases	
many	 great	 downtown	 revitaliza:on	 and	

preserva:on	 stories.	Waterbury	was	an	 excellent	
choice	 for	 the	 conference,	 as	 one	 of	 the	
communi:es	hit	 hardest	 by	Tropical	 Storm	 Irene	

in	 2011,	yet	 it	has	 come	back	stronger	 with	 new	

businesses, 	 a	 rehabilitated	 state	 office	 complex,	

and	 a	 strong	 sense	 of	 community.	 Waterbury	
provides	the	perfect	preserva:on	inspira:on.	

One	of	the	highlights	this	year	was	a	beer	history	
tour	led	by	Adam	Krakowski	(’11), 	who	is	now	one	
of	 Vermont’s	 best	 known	 beer	 historians,	 and	
author	 of	 the	 book	 Vermont	 ProhibiIon:	

Teetotalers, 	Bootleggers	and	CorrupIon.	The	tour	
included	 sampling	 at	 Waterbury	 Cra_	 Brewers,	
which	 is	 another	 building	 and	 business	 success	

story	following	Tropical	Storm	Irene.	

2016 DOWNTOWN & HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION CONFERENCE

JUNE 
2016

Top	lea:	alums	Amy	Worden,	Kaitlin	O’Shea,	and	Ann	Cousins	on	the	beer	tour.	Top	right:	Alums	and	conference	
goers	at	the	UVM	HPAA	table.	Bo9om	photo:	alum	conference-goers	at	the	recepIon:	Caitlin	Corkins,	Lisa	Ryan,	
Amy	Worden,	Bri9a	Fenniman	Tonn,	Jamie	Duggan,	Ann	Cousins,	Kaitlin	O’Shea,	Nadine	Miller,	Jenna	Lapachinski,		
Devin	Colman,	Sarah	Graulty,	Meg	Campbell,	Adam	Krakowski.	We	always	have	a	good	showing!	Hope	to	see	you	at	
next	year’s	conference	on	June	8	in	White	River	JuncIon,	VT.	
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On	October	20,	2016	in	at	the	Chandler	Music	Hall	

in	Randolph,	VT,	the	Vermont	Division	for	Historic	
Preserva:on	and	the	Preserva:on	Trust	of	Vermont	
hosted	an	PechaKucha	style	sympsosium	honoring	

the	impacts	of	the	Na:onal	Historic	Preserva:on	
Act	in	Vermont.	

UVM	Professor	Emeritus	Chester	Liebs	was	the	

keynote	speaker,	and	delighted	the	audience	with	
images	of	his	early	preserva:on	work	and	stories	to	
match.	Chester	was	the	Assistant	Director	of	the	

Vermont	DHP	in	the	early	1970s,	founded	the	UVM	
HP	Program	in	1975,	and	was	a	founding	board	

member	of	PTV	in	1980.	For	those	of	us	who	had	

never	had	the	pleasure	of	hearing	Chester	lecture,	
this	was	quite	the	treat.	

A_er	Chester’s	keynote,	each	speaker	had	
approximately	7	minutes	for	his/her	talk.	Many	of	
the	speakers	were	UVM	HP	Alums	including:	Devin	
Colman,	Caitlin	Corkins,	Kyle	Obenauer,	Brennan	

Gauthier,	and	Meg	Campbell,	with	many	other	
alums	were	in	aAendance.	

Below:	Devin	Colman	(lea)	and	Caitlin	Corkins	(right)	give	
their	presentaIons.	

PRESERVATION 50 SYMPOSIUMS:
VERMONT & NEW HAMPSHIRE

OCTOBER
2016

Pictured	above	:	O’Shea,	Miller,	Lapachinski.

On	 October	 28,	 2016,	 in	 Concord,	 NH, 	 the	 New	

Hampshire	Division	 for	 Historic	Resources	hosted	a	
symposium	celebra:ng	the	50th	anniversary	of	 the	
Na:onal	 Historic	 Preserva:on	 Act.	 Titled“We’re	

Golden,”	 the	 day	 had	 a	 1960s	 flair. 	 Keynote	
Charlene	 Vaughn	 of	 the	 ACHP	 started	 off	 the	 day.	
Speakers	presented	 on	 Sec:on	106	success	stories	
related	 to	 FEMA,	archaeology,	housing, 	the	 White	

Mountain	Na:onal	Forests,	historic	bridges, 	and	NH	
armories	owned	by	the	NH	Army	Na:onal	Guard.	

UVM	 alum	 Nadine	 Miller	 (’91)	 a	 Preserva:on	
Project	Reviewer	with	NH	DHR,	worked	:relessly	to	
plan	 this	 event	with	her	 colleagues.	Alumni	 Kaitlin	

O’Shea	(’11),	a	Preserva:on	Planner	with	VHB,	and	
Jenna	 Lapachinski	 (’13),	 a	 Historic	 Resource	
Specialist	 with	 LCHIP	 (Land	 and	 Community	
Heritage	Investment	Program),	aAended	the	event.	
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Steven Engelhart (’85)

This	 fall,	 the	 class	 of	 '85	 had	 a	 small	 informal	

reunion	 of	 sorts.	Gathering	 together	 in	 Essex	 (NY)	
were	 professor	 and	 UVM	 HP	 program	 founder	
Chester	 Liebs,	 and	 classmates	 Steven	 Engelhart,	

Michele	 Plourde	 Barker,	 and	 Lauren	Murphy. 	This	
reunion	 immediately	turned	 into	a	field	trip	as	they	
explored	 a	 fantas:c	 c.	 1790	 house	 rescued	 and	
restored	by	Willie	Wilcox, 	saw	the	inner	workings	of	

a	1904	hydroelectric	plant	on	the	Boquet	River	with	
operator	 Ethan	 French, 	looked	 at	 Lauren's	 current	
project	 to	 restore	 an	 early	 store	 and	 tavern,	 and	

ended	 the	 day	 over	 wood-fired	 pizza	 and	 great	
conversa:on	at	Dogwood	 Bread	 in	Wadhams.	 	The	
day	was	also	a	reminder	of	why	the	HP	program	was	

such	a	wonderful	experience	and	such	good	training	
for	 whatever	 lay	 ahead.	 In	 Chester,	 we	 had	 a	
curious,	 engaged,	 knowledgeable,	 and	 commiAed	
preserva:onist	 as	 teacher	 and	 leader.	 And	

throughout	the	program	they	were	encouraged	and	
taught	 to	 explore,	 see,	 understand,	 care	 for,	 and	
stand	up	for	 the	vast	 and	diverse	cultural	 legacy	all	

around	 us.	Whether	 running	 a	nonprofit,	 or	 doing	
top-notch	 building	 restora:ons	 and	 selling	 real	
estate	or	wri:ng	historical	novels,	we	all	had	a	deep	

well	 of	 curiosity,	 passion,	 high	 standards,	 and	

commitment	 to	 draw	 from	 that	 was	 nurtured	 and	

cast	at	UVM.	A	real	life	gi_,	indeed.

OCTOBER
2016

Class	of	’85	reunion	above:	Steve	Engelhart,	Michele	
Plourde	Barker,	Lauren	Murphy,	and	Chester	Liebs.	

ALUM MEET-UP: NEW YORK 

NOVEMBER
2016 ALUM MEET UP: PAST FORWARD CONFERENCE

UVM	sponsored	a	table	at	

the	Na:onal	Trust	for	

Historic	Preserva:on’s	

Past	Forward	Conference in	
Houston,	TX	in	 November.	

Among the many UVM 
alumni and students who 
attended,	le_	to	right:	Anna 
Mod, SWCA Environmental 
Consultants; George Born, 
Bridgewater State University; 
Dan Everhart, Restore 
Oregon; Tom Visser, 
University of Vermont; 
Renee Kuhlman, NTHP; and 
Jim Lindberg, NTHP.

UV
M

 H
PA

A 
NE

W
S 

Fa
ll/

W
in

te
r 2

01
6



12

It’s	 been	 a	 big	 year	 for	 Elizabeth	 Rosin	 (’90). 	 	 Rosin		

Preserva:on	was	were	recognized	as	one	of	Kansas	City’s	25	
Under	 25	small	 businesses, 	won	an	 award	 from	the	Kansas	
City	Business	Journal	 for	 the	 adap:ve	reuse	of	 their	 offices,	

and	celebrated	 their	 10th	 anniversary	all	within	the	 span	 of	
two	 weeks	 last	 February.	 	 It	 was	very	 exci:ng	 and	 a	 liAle	
heady!	 	 They	 added	 a	 seventh	 person	 to	 their	 staff	 this	
summer	 and	 con:nue	 to	explore	new	markets.	 	Clients	are	

increasingly	 interested	 in	 preserva:on	 opportuni:es	 for	
mid-20th	 century	 resources.	 Current	 projects	 include	
designa:on	 and	 rehab	 of	 a	 1974	 “flashcube”	 building	 by	

HOK	 in	 KC	 and	 of	 Leon	 Russell’s	 Shelter	 Records	 studio	 in	
Tulsa	 (also	 early	70s	 POS).	 	 A_er	 three	 years	 and	 a	 dozen	
dra_s,	 this	 year’s	 biggest	 preserva:on	 victory	 was	 the	

Na:onal	Register	 lis:ng	of	the	1974	Kemper	 Arena	(Helmut	
Jahn/CF	Murphy	Associates),	which	will	allow	the	building	to	
be	 repurposed	 as	 a	 venue	 for	 recrea:onal	 sports	 leagues	
and	bring	new	energy	and	economic	development	to	the	old	

stockyards	 district.	 They	 are	 excited	 to	 see	 it	 all	 come	 to	
frui:on.	

Douglas	McVarish	(’91)	is	now	a	Senior	Historic	Preserva:on	
Specialist	with	 the	New	 Jersey	Historic	 Preserva:on	Office.	
He	is	the	Na:onal	Register	reviewer	for	southern	New	Jersey	

and	is	collabora:ng	on	a	state	mari:me	context	and	a	survey	
+	context	of	southern	Cumberland	County,	New	Jersey.

Anna	Mod	(’95)	recently	traveled	to	New	York	City	to	receive	

an	award	from	DOCOMOMO/US	for	her	work	in	the	Houston	
Uncommon	Modern	 project.	The	project	 included	a	 survey,	
exhibi:on,	 tour,	 panel	 discussion	 and	 catalog	 about	 the	

ordinary, 	everyday	modern	era	office	buildings,	clinics,	trade	
lodges	 and	 churches	 that	 are	 in	 every	American	 town	 and	
city.	These	are	 o_en	 overlooked	 as	we	focus	on	 the	iconic.	

Mod	and	 her	 fellow	curator	 Delaney	Harris-Finch	presented	
a	 power	 session	 at	 the	 Na:onal	 trust	 for	 Historic	
Preserva:on’s	 Past	 Forward	 conference	 in	 Houston,	
November	2016.

George	Born	 (’96)	finished	his	Ph.D.	program	 in	American	&	
New	 England	 Studies	 at	 Boston	 University	 in	 May.	 	 His	

disserta:on	 is	 en:tled, 	"Home	 Rule:	 The	 Crea:on	 of	 Local	
Historic	Districts	in	 the	New	Boston,	1953	to	1983."		George	
currently	teaches	two	 courses	 at	 Bridgewater	 (Mass.)	State	

University:	a	survey	of	American	Art	and	Architecture,	and	a	

new	seminar	on	Historic	Preserva:on.		He	con:nues	to	serve	

as	 the	 Preserva:on	Officer	 of	 the	New	England	 chapter	 of	
the	Society	of	Architectural	Historians	and	 as	a	member	 of	
the	Somerville	(Mass.)	Historic	Preserva:on	Commission.

Tonya	 Loveday	 (’12)	 was	 recently	hired	 to	 the	 posi:on	 of	
Preserva:on	 Planner	 for	 the	 Town	 of	 Brookline,	
MassachuseAs.	For	the	past	 three	years,	she	worked	for	 the	

City	of	Boston	as	staff	to	the	Boston	Landmarks	Commission.

Kate	RiYer	(‘12)	currently	lives	in	Essex,	NY,	a	historic	village	

on	Lake	Champlain	in	the	Adirondack	Park. 		She	manages	the	
Whallonsburg	Grange	Hall,	 a	community	cultural	 arts	 non-
profit	 housed	 in	 a	 beau:fully	 rehabilitated	 1915	 grange	

building. 		Kate	also	teaches	yoga	at	Lake	Champlain	Yoga	and	
Wellness,	and	plays	fiddle	with	three	bands.		Outside	of	her	
professional	 cocktail, 	 she	 takes	 full	 advantage	 of	 hiking,	
biking,	and	skiing	in	the	gorgeous	Adirondack	Mountains.	

Chris5ne	Prevalos	(’13)	is	currently	working	at	the	School	of	
the	Art	 Ins:tute	 of	 Chicago	 but	 is	 soon	 leaving	to	 explore	

some	 adventures	 in	 California!	 The	 reason	 for	 her	 move	 is	
that	her	partner	received	a	great	job	opportunity.	He	flew	off	
in	August	 to	hit	 the	ground	running	and	 she	plans	 to	follow	

a_er	 the	 Holidays.	 She	 is	 SO	 excited!	 Chicago	 has	 been	
trea:ng	 her	 well	 but	 she	 wouldn't	 mind	 some	 full	 :me	
sunshine.		

Lisa	 Crompton	 (’13)	 has	 been	 working	 as	 the	 Technical	
Services	&	Architectural	Warehouse	Marke:ng	 Specialist	 at	
the	 Historic	 Albany	 Founda:on	 since	 March	 2015.	 In	

addi:on	 to	 assis:ng	 property	 owners	 with	 tax	 credit	
applica:ons,	grant	 wri:ng, 	and	 surveying	 for	 new	districts,	
Lisa	 is	 working	 closely	with	 the	 Albany	 County	Land	 Bank	

and	housing	groups	such	as	United	Tenants	and	Housing	for	
All	which	help	to	fight	vacancy	throughout	Albany. 		Modeled	
a_er	the	Young	Preserva:onist	groups	in	Western	New	York,	
Lisa	 and	 a	 group	 of	 local	 architects	 and	 preserva:onists	

throughout	 the	 Capital	 Region	 started	 the	 Young	 Urban	
Preserva:onists	of	 the	Capital	 Region	 (YUP//CR).	The	group	
strives	 to	 raise	 awareness	 for	 the	 area’s	 exemplary	

architectural	 and	 cultural	 resources,	 encourage	 re-
investment	 within	 the	 downtown	 neighborhoods,	 and	
educate	 the	 public	 on	 the	 endless	 resources	 for	

rehabilita:on	 of	 historic	 or	 vacant	 proper:es	 within	 the	
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communi:es.		She	is	currently	in	the	process	of	purchasing	a	

historic	house	of	her	own	to	 rehab,	which	she	hopes	will	be	
the	first	of	many!	

Fran	Gubler	(’15)	has	served	as	Preserva:on	Associate	at	the	
Preserva:on	League	of	New	York	State	since	March	2015	and	
loves	all	things	New	York	State.	In	her	current	role,	she	helps	
manage	 the	 League’s	 two	 grant	 programs:	 both	 are	 geared	

toward	 connec:ng	 historic	 building	 stewards	 with	 qualified	
architects, 	engineers,	and	other	preserva:on	professionals	as	
they	 establish	 preserva:on	 and	 maintenance	 plans.	 Fran	

recently	 compiled	 a	 report	 that	 charted	 the	 impact	 of	 the	
grant	programs	in	New	York	State.	The	report	concluded	that	
grant	 recipients	 leveraged	 significant	 addi:onal	 funding	 to	

restore	 their	 buildings,	and	 that	 many	resources	were	added	
to	 the	Na:onal	Register	of	Historic	Places.	Fran	 lives	in	Albany	
but	enjoys	 visi:ng	all	 62	 coun:es	 of	New	York	whenever	 she	

can.

Sebas5an	 Renfield	 (’11)	 	 lives	 in	 Madison,	 WI	 where	 he’s	
worked	 as	 a	historian	 at	 Mead	 &	Hunt,	Inc.	for	 4.5	 years.	 	 In	
addi:on	to	historic	buildings,	Sebas:an	does	a	lot	of	work	with	

historic	roads	and	bridges	around	the	country. 	 	He	 spent	 two	
weeks	 this	 summer	 evalua:ng	 several	 historic	 highways	 in	
Alaska,	and	had	the	opportunity	to	hang	out	with	Ka:e	Miller	
(’11)	and	 Paul	Wackrow	 (’11), 	who	 live	there	now,	as	well	as	

Meghan	Bezio	(now	Meghan	Gross	(’11).	The	photo	below	was	
taken	 on	 Sebas:an’s	 "lunch	 break"	 in	 Hatcher	 Pass,	north	 of	
Palmer,	AK.	Just	another	day	at	the	office!

Meghan	(Bezio)	Gross	(‘11):	My	husband	Mike	and	I 	went	out	
to	visit	Ka:e	and	Paul	for	a	week	for	vaca:on.	It	was	a	great	

opportunity	to	see	Alaska	while	friends	live	there	and	we	had	
a	place	to	stay!	We	went	camping	in	Denali	Na:onal	Park	and	

then	 when	 we	 returned	 I	 saw	 that	 Sebas:an	 was	 pos:ng	
photos	 on	 Instagram	 from	 a	 state	 park	 near	 Anchorage.	 I	
texted	him	and	 turned	out	 he	was	 in	Alaska	 the	same	week	

for	 work	 surveying	 roads	 for	 the	 DOT!	 He	 actually	 lives	 in	
Wisconsin	 now	 for	 work.	So	 we	met	 up	 for	 drinks	 the	 next	
night	 in	 Anchorage.	Caught	 up	 on	 life	 and	 talked	 about	 the	
good	old	:mes!	It	was	a	great	coincidence	and	totally	random	

that	we	were	there	at	the	same	:me!

Earlier	this	year, 	MaYhew	Goguen	(’15)	relocated	to	Maryland	
where	he	is	a	Research	Historian	for	History	Associates,	Inc.	In	
his	 new	 role,	 MaAhew	 conducts	 research	 for	 a	 variety	 of	

clients	 including	 museums,	 legal	 firms,	 and	 the	 federal	
government.	

Michelle	Johnstone	(’16)	 is	currently	working	as	an	 Assistant	

Architectural	 Historian	 for	 the	 Public	 Archaeology	Laboratory	
in	Pawtucket,	RI.

A	mini	Class	of	2011	Reunion	in	AK:	Paul	Wackrow,	KaIe	Miller,	
Meghan	(Bezio)	Gross,	SebasIan	Renfield.	

KaIe	Miller,	Meghan	(Bezio)	Gross,	SebasIan	Renfield.	
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“WATERBURY COMPLEX”

UVM Historic Preservation Alumni Association 
Board Members

Kaitlin O’Shea (’11), President
Adam Krakowski (’11), Vice President
Constance Kent (’12), Secretary
Caitlin Corkins (’08), Treasurer

Matthew Goguen (’14)
Jenna Lapachinski (’13), 
Brennan Gauthier (’11)
Jeff Emidy (’00)
Daniel Rhode, Student Liaison 

Want to be on the board? Let us know! 
Elections occur in December/January. 

CONTACT  INFO:

uvmhpaa@gmail.com 
www.uvmhpalum.wordpress.com 

UVM HP Alumni Association
PO Box 64666

Burlington, VT 05406

Become a member!
www.uvmhpalum.wordpress.com/membership

December	2016
HPAA	Board	Elec:ons

December	13,	2016,	6:30pm
Annual	Holiday	Party	
Champlain	Club,	Burlington,	VT

Stay	tuned	to	social	media	and	email	for	details.

October	2017:	40th	Anniversary	Celebration.	Details	

coming	in	early	2017.	

Keep	us	posted	on	your	good	news,	your	questions,	and	
your	comments.	We’re	here	to	help	the	UVM	HP	Alumni	

Network	and	to	support	the	current	students.	

UPCOMING EVENTS

...conInued	from	page	6

...architectural	 finish	 and	 considered	 the	 architectural	
centerpiece.	 Important	 historic	 features	 that	 were	

retained	and	 repaired	 include:	the	overall	massing	and	
form	 of	 the	mul:ple	 central	 core	 buildings	 with	 their	
exuberant,	 Victorian	 design	 of	 brick,	 granite, 	 slate,	
copper, 	wood	and	glass;	two	large	conference	rooms	in	

a	former	chapel	space/day	rooms	with	coffered	ceilings,	
wooden	 beams	 and	 central	 skylights;	 rehabilita:on	 of	
the	historic	 wood	windows	at	 the	Center	 Building;	and	

rehabilita:on	 of	 the	 iconic	 round	 wards	 at	 the	 north	
and	 south	 ends	 of	 the	 historic	 core.	The	 project	 also	
included	restora:on	of	historic	elements	 that	were	 lost	

over	the	years,	including	two	massive	cupolas	on	top	of	
the	 stair	 towers	 at	 the	 north	 and	 south	 wings	 of	 the	
historic	core;	restora:on	of	two	very	tall,	symmetrically	
placed	chimneys	of	 the	center	 building	and	 the	 Porte-

cochere	located	on	the	front	of	the	Center	Building.

The	 rehabilita:on	 and	 new	 construc:on	 efforts	
undertaken	at	the	Waterbury	State	Office	Complex	were	
the	 largest,	most	 expensive	and	 most	 complex,	capital	

construc:on	 project	 ever	 undertaken	 by	 the	 State	 of	
Vermont	 and	 arguably	 the	 state’s	 largest	 historic	
preserva:on	 project	 ever.	 Five	 years	 a_er	 the	
devasta:ng	floods	of	Tropical	Storm	Irene,	the	complex	

is	once	again	open.	Highlighted	at	the	recent	Downtown	
and	 Preserva:on	 Conference	 in	 Waterbury,	 this	
successful	 project	 demonstrates	 how	 design	

development	with	the	right	approach	can	achieve	LEED-
cer:fied	performance;	make	buildings	more	resilient	 in	
order	 to	 withstand	 the	 next	 100-year,	or	 even	 a	 500-

year	 flood;	 and	 create	 a	 top-quality, 	 energy-efficient,	
work	 environment	 with	 modern	 features,	 while	 s:ll	
mee:ng	 preserva:on	 standards	 and	 without	
compromising	 the	 historic	 integrity	 and	 architectural	

character	of	the	original	complex.	
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